CAMBODIA QUARTERLY BIRD REPORTS

JANUARY – MARCH 2013

Compiled by Frédéric Goes
Thanks to all contributors. Observers are invited to send records they think may be of interest to
fredbaksey@yahoo.com. Species names follow The Birds of Cambodia, An Annotated Checklist (Goes 2013).
National Park, Wildlife Sanctuary, Protected Forest, Bengal Florican Conservation Area and Sarus Crane
Conservation Area are abbreviated as NP, WS, PF, BFCA and SCCA respectively. Siem Reap-based Sam
Veasna Center for Wildlife Conservation is abbreviated SVC.
f

PHNOM PENH
On 14 January, a male Savanna Nightjar uttered its screechy call from the roof of Royal University of
Phnom Penh, echoed by another bird nearby, before both took off for their night hunt (FG). These birds
might belong either to the well-known central Phnom Penh family (now relocated?), or a second urban group
of this nightjar species, usually encountered in open forest.
A Northern Boobook, probably stunned after a window collision, was found in a Phnom Penh garden and
later released on 11 March (SM). Although finding it right in the middle of the capital is quite a surprise, this
wintering owl was a long predicted addition to the Cambodian list, and even listed for the country in Robson
(2008) although no supporting record could be traced. The fact that it is silent on wintering grounds probably
means it is greatly overlooked. For field separation from Brown Boobook, see the breakthrough article of
Phil Round at www.bcst.or.th/?p=109.
The couple of Peregrine Falcons were back in Phnom Penh this winter, often perching on the Hotel
Cambodiana, and still around on 29 March (TK).
SOUTH-EAST
Noteworthy records from Boeng Prek Lapouv were 12 Long-toed Stints on 12 January, two Greater
Painted-snipes, a single Japanese Sparrowhawk, two Comb Ducks, three Asian Pied Starlings and daily
flocks of 5-15 Chestnut Munias on 24-28 February, and last but not least scattered nesting colonies of
Asian Golden Weavers on latter dates (RvZ, SKH).
The Phnom Penh Bird Club softly
opened by a morning visit to the
Prek Ksach area on 17 February.
Digest-worthy were 15+ Small
Pratincoles probably gearing for
nesting on a sandhill and threatened
by an air-attack of a Peregrine
Falcon, a Kentish Plover and
numerous Blue-tailed Bee-eaters
prospecting and digging nesting
holes anywhere there was a decent
artificial sandfill (all SSl, FG, NE,
TK, CP). Of great interest at this
site was a flock of over ten Asian
Golden Weavers building nests in a
Barringtonia acutangula tree on 22
February (SMa), and a single seen
there on 6 March (CR/Birdquest).
A Small Pratincole seemingly tempted to nest on an artificial sandhill
The then not-yet-official but now
in the Four-Arms Plain, 17 February 2013
(Photo: Suy Senglim)
famous Cambodian Tailorbird
was seen in the area (one of its strongholds) by all birders and birding groups during the review period.
A birding trip to the neglected Svay Rieng province as well as a few sites in adjacent Prey Veng province took
place during 17-20 February. Pagoda groves, forested temple ruins, degraded scrub/grasslands and even
unsuspected remnant of dry deciduous forest yielded just over 100 species. Highlights were an Oriental
Darter at Svay Rieng provincial town lake, Chestnut-tailed Starling boldly nesting in a street lamp in
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central Svay Rieng town, a much-appreciated Large Hawk Cuckoo at the Prey Bassac temple, where a
Black Baza, a tentative Grey-faced Buzzard, and a calling Greater Flameback were also hosted. Recent
colonists House Sparrow and Zebra Dove have, quite expectedly, largely invaded both provinces, but the
widespread presence of Golden-bellied Gerygone was more surprising and clearly linked with ubiquitous
water-edged Eucalyptus plantations. Spot-breasted Woodpecker was seen at two sites, and a lone Common
Hill Myna in a provincial town pagoda was an oddity. Indochinese Bushlark was also found at various
places. Best relic forest, at the northern tip of Svay Rieng province, sheltered Red-breasted Parakeets, a
species just 'promoted' to globbaly near-threatened status!), Spotted and Asian Barred Owlet. An excellent
find of the trip was the newly described Cambodian Tailorbird, sighted in degraded bushlands just a few
kilometers from the Vietnamese border, significantly extending the known range of this Mekong floodplain
endemic (all FG, TK, LA).
The second Phnom Penh Bird Club outing
harvested a good 59 species at the
secondary forest adjacent to Phnom
Tamao Wildlife Rescue Center on 16
March. A Lesser Adjutant leisurely
perched at the forest edge (perhaps a
zoo offspring) was the star of the show,
while Chestnut-capped Babblers
were thriving in the bamboo-thickets,
with at least two pairs building nest a
few hundred meters from each others.
Other treats were Common Hoopoes,
Indochinese
Bushlark,
Spotbreasted Woodpecker and a few true
forest dwellers such as Puff-throated
Babbler, Stripe-throated Bulbul and
even several females and one male Red
Junglefowl (SSl, FG, RO, LA, B&BM,
TH et al.).

A Chestnut-capped Babbler with nest-improvement material
at Phnom Tamao, 16 March 2013
(Photo: Suy Senglim)

SOUTH-WEST
Anlong Pring SCCA hosted a record number of Sarus Cranes this dry season, with 268 birds on 26 January
and a peak of 342 birds on 24 February (RvZ). On 20-22 February, of note were a single Black-tailed
Godwit and a single Jack Snipe flushed from a stream edge, the first confirmed record for country. A single
Asian Openbill, a species rarely venturing further into the southwest, was also encountered (all RvZ, SKH).
Noteworthy species stemming from several birding visits to Bokor NP included an Eurasian Woodcock on
the plateau, and Sulphur-breasted and Eastern Crowned Warblers on 26-27 January (SMo). A Spotbellied Eagle Owl along the access road at 200-300m on 1 February (SM, AJ) was the first definite record
from the region since historical times. On 3 February, a male Wreathed Hornbill attending a sealed female
in a large tree adjacent to the access road at mid-slope is the first documented nesting site for this species,
and a Moustached Barbet and a Blue-eared Barbet were also active around a nesthole (TK, RO). The
latter was at same nest hole on 28 March (RO). On the plateau, one pale morph and one dark morph Booted
Eagles were well observed, including one at close range on 4 February (TK). All groups found Chestnutheaded Partridge with an amazing total of 13 birds encountered on 23-24 February (SMa). Other good
finds on the Bokor plateau during the same trip were one Sulphur-breasted Warbler, Silver-breasted
Broadbill and one juvenile Brown Wood Owl (SMa), a species apparently not recorded there since 2007.
On 1-3 March, sightings of a single Wedge-tailed Green Pigeon, a Jerdon's Baza and Himalayan
Swiftlets on the plateau were of interest, as well as two new species for the park: Indochinese
Cuckooshrike, presumably along the slope, and White-throated Fantail on the plateau (SSo, FL/Bird Tour
Asia). Although abundant and conspicuous in higher mountain range of the Cardamoms, the fantail was
never recorded during numerous surveys and visits at Bokor, suggesting it requires higher moutain ranges.
Best species harvested during 6-8 March were 25+ Himalayan Swiflets (a tricky species with more records
during this period than since it was first confirmed in 2007!), two or three calling Green Peafowls and a
single Spotted-bellied Eagle Owl before dawn, in the same area as the bird seen on 1 February (all DN,
CR/Birdquest).
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In the Kampot-Kep area, several Brown-headed Gulls were at the Kampot saltpans on 25 February (SMa).
The species usually shuns coastal wetlands, and there were only three previous southwest records. A Gullbilled Tern there on 9 March (SM) was only the tenth recent record. At Kampot estuary, a single
Nordmann's Greenshank and two
Dunlins were present on 3 March (SSo,
FL/Bird Tour Asia). The former was known
from only two Koh Kong records and the
latter is a first country record. Another
rarity there was a single Asian Dowitcher
noted on 8 March (DN, CR/Birdquest). On
4 March, at least one Ashy Tailorbird was
lured out of a mangrove near Kep, where it
was first discovered in Cambodia, and a
Ruddy Kingfisher was heard calling (FG,
RO, JS).
On Sihanoukville islands, five Glossy
Starlings at Lazy beach, Koh Rong Senlem
on 6 January were the second country
record (KS, FJ). A four-day boat trip to
Ashy Tailorbird in mangrove near Kep, a Sundaic species with a
remote offshore Koh Tang archipelago on
16-20 February did not reward the team
relic range in Cambodia, 4 March 2013 (Photo: Rob Overtoom)
with the sought-after Nicobar Pigeon, and
only Pied Imperial Pigeons (no locality or numbers provided) were digest-worthy (PE, HS).
In Sre Ambel plain, 11 Sarus Cranes were spotted on 10 January (GD). A Brown Fish Owl photographed
at Chambok ecotourism site on 24 February (SSl) is the first record for the southwest since the 1960's.
Two short expeditions to the higher elevations of Phnom Aural WS on 16-17 March (SM, FL, MK) and 1921 March (RM, SVC guides), both recorded Cambodian Laughingthrushes and Green Cochoa. The first
group also saw and tape-recorded singing the resident assamensis form of Blyth's Leaf Warbler (perhaps the
first record allowing confident separation from Claudia's) and heard Coral-billed Ground Cuckoo (SM, FL,
MK). The second trip's highlight was a single Northern Brown Hornbill on 20 March, a species with only
two previous records from Kirirom NP. Brown Wood Owl and Large Scimitar Babbler on the same date
were also additions for the sanctuary, while Lesser Necklaced Laughingthrushes at 1,100m were the
highest on record.
Birding in a boat along the Chipat river produced a Black-and-red Broadbill and apparently an Ashyheaded Green Pigeon on 16 March (CC).
NORTH-WEST
A morning birding walk in the fast-disappearing forest of Phnom Khieu, Pailin municipality on 26 February
provided one of the few bird data for Samlaut WS. Species of distributional interest found at 400-500m
elevation included Ochraceous Bulbul (a species considered restricted to the southwest thus far), a probable
Buff-breasted Babbler and a Large Niltava which would be unusually low (LA).
The trees planted in the SVC garden in 2003 are now forming a micro-forest pocket in the middle of Siem
Reap town, attracting visitors such as Asian Barred Owlet in January (date unknown) (SSo) and even a pair
of Oriental Pied Hornbill on 14 January! The SVC garden list was further lengthened by a Thick-billed
Warbler on 2 February, Silver-backed Needletail on 15 March and flying-over Asian Openbill and
Painted Stork on 16 March (all RM). Three Purple-backed Starlings were observed at Wat Atwear temple
on 12 February (RM, SJ) and two birds were still seen there on 14 February (SSo).
In Angkor temple complex, Ta Prohm hosted a Violet Cuckoo – the second record for the park – and
some Blossom-headed Parakeets on 13 January (SMo). A Japanese Sparrowhawk was spotted in the
park on 18 January (DB/VENT), and 12 Oriental Darters had gathered at Preah Khan reservoir on 20
February (PG/Field Guides). A Jerdon's Baza at Angkor Wat and an Eyebrowed Thrush at Ta Prohm, both
on 29 January (SSo) were additions for the park, the latter being also a first record for the northwest. Other
species of interest for Angkor were Indochinese Cuckooshrike, Greater and Common Flameback on 1920 February (PG/Field Guides), a welcome sight for the latter species as no Angkor record was traced after
1998! At least 27 Black-naped Orioles, half of wich juveniles, gathered on a fruiting tree at Boeng Mealeas
temple on 20 January (DB/VENT).
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At Kbal Spean, Black-headed Woodpecker was added to the site birdlist on 19 January (SSi) and a Plaintailed Warbler was noted there on 14 January (SMo, RM), 30 January and 13 February (SSo). Other
additions to the site list were Black-winged Cuckooshrike and Swinhoe's Minivet on 30 January (SSo)
and a Blyth's-type Leaf Warbler on 15 February (RM). Also of note there were a Sulphur-breasted
Warbler on 30 January and a Jerdon's Baza on 13 February (SSo). Last but not least, a male Orangeheaded Thrush and a single Black-backed Kingfisher on 5 March (VT) were respectively the second and
first record for the northwest. The kingfisher is also the earliest date for this passage migrant/breeding
visitor.
The Ang Tropeang Thmor Reserve collected a series of great records, with two Glossy Ibis (first for the
site), a pair of Ferruginous Pochard (second national record) and a single probable Jack Snipe on 14
January. On the next day, another rarity was a Blunt-winged Warbler (all SM). The site held a family of
Little Grebes with five half-grown young and a national high of 30,000 Barn Swallows on 19 January
(DB/VENT). A single schach-type Long-tailed Shrike was apparently at the reservoir on that date (DN),
although, quite oddly the single seen on 28 February was of the longicaudatus subspecies (CR/Birdquest). This
rare species has an unclear status in Cambodia. The Asian Waterfowl Census conducted on 27-28 January
uncovered 76 Common Coots, by far the largest Indochinese flock, as well as 461 Pheasant-tailed Jacanas
(higest national count), a single Eurasian Wigeon (third recent record) in a flock of 119 Northern Pintails,
17 White-browed Crakes and a single Western-looking Marsh Harrier (RM, FG). A Brown Boobook
heard on same dates was also an addition for the site (RM). A Short-toed Snake Eagle was observed on 9
February (SM) and one White-browed Crake was building its nest on 28 February (CR/Birdquest). Two
Oriental Plovers staged over on 4 and 10 March (SMo) and up to eight birds on 14 March (VT).
TONLE SAP
At Prek Toal, 297 Lesser and a
remarkable 200 Greater Adjutants were
counted at the colonies during the Asian
Waterfowl Census on 18 January (SV).
Unusual there was an Oriental Honey
Buzzard cruising over the swamp forest
on 23 January (DB/VENT). Of note on
31 January were some (number
unreported) Comb Ducks and Greythroated Sand Martins, an addition to
the site birdlist, and a tantalizing possible
Manchurian Bush Warbler, a species
not on the national list (SSo, CH, MH).
Phnom Kraom floodplain habitat mosaic
continued to trickle out goodies during
this period, such as a Siberian
The Cambodian Tailorbird was found in the southern Tonle
Rubythroat on many dates, visiting
Sap floodplain during the review period, extending the
Grey-headed Fish Eagle and a
known range of this narrow-endemic (Photo: Suy Senglim)
maximum of 60 White-shouldered
Starlings on 3 January, single Chestnut-winged Cuckoo seen on 15 and 20 January (RM), an Eurasian
Coot on 25 January (RM, SM) as well as 13 and 15 Comb Ducks on 15 and 25 January respectively (RM)
and five birds on 1 February (FG, MM). Later, receding water attracted 1-3 Temminck's Stints, 5-9 Marsh
Sandpipers, up to nine Long-toed Stints and up to ten Kentish Plovers and nine Grey-headed
Lapwings during 1-5 February (RM, SJ) and 15 Ruffs, a rare migrant, on 27 February (CR/Birdquest). A
Greater Painted-snipe was sitting on a nest on 4-5 February, but ploughing had destroyed the nest on 10
February (RM).
The regular Greater Spotted Eagle was wintering in the Stoung-Chikreng BFCA, with records on several
dates in January-February (SMo, DN), while more unusual were sightings of a single Grey-throated Sand
Martin on 24 January (DB/VENT), a male Western Marsh Harrier on 23 February (SSi, PG/Field Guides)
and a Short-toed Snake Eagle on 22 March (SSl). In Prolay grasslands on 4 March, no less than 15 Bluebreasted Quails were flushed, a concentration of 100+ Indian Spot-billed Ducks was surprising and a
single Himalayan Swiftlet was cruising about (CR/Birdquest). On 9 March, Small Buttonquail took the
front stage, with 15 birds encountered, while two Comb Ducks were also of note (SSo, FL/Bird Tour Asia).
Manchurian Reed Warblers were harder to find but three were still seen at Prolay on 29 March (SMo).
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On 27 January, 11 and 29 Comb Ducks were counted at Krous Kraom and Baray BFCA respectively
(AWC). The Tonle Sap highlight of the period was however two adult Rosy Starlings in a flock of 100+
White-shouldered Starling at Krous Kraom on 27 February. The species was only known from two
sightings at Ang Tropeang Thmor last year. The same group also noted one Himalayan Swiftlet there (all
SSi, PG/Field Guides). A flock of 100+ Black-tailed Godwits noted on 4 March is worth reporting, as the
species had apparently not been previously recorded in the eastern Tonle Sap floodplain (CR/Birdquest).
At Baray BFCA on 26-27 February, there were two Black-necked Storks, six Blue-breasted Quails (no
previous records there) while three pairs of Cambodian Tailorbirds were the first evidence that the species'
range extended at least marginally in the Tonle Sap floodplain (SM).
NORTH
Within Kulen Promtep WS, White-winged Ducks were heard at Prey-veng reservoir on 6 January (SSo),
then three birds showed on 17 January (SMo) and a pair on 5 February (SSi). A Booted Eagle (pale morph)
was also noted there on 7 February (SSi), as well as Brown and Spotted Wood Owls on 2-3 February (SSo),
and, if confirmed, the first record from the north of Dark-sided and Hill Blue Flycatchers on 3 February
(MS, CH). Highlight of the period were several records of Masked Finfoots along the Stung Memay: two
birds on 27 January (AWC) and one adult male photographed on 20 February (RM, RV). At least three Barbellied Pittas were spotted along trails in the southwestern part of the sanctuary on 20–21 February (RM),
indicating the species is more widespread than previously thought.
At Thmat Baeuy, Black-necked Stork, Rufous-bellied Woodpecker and Pale-capped Pigeon were very
cooperative, showing themselves to virtually all visiting birders during the review period. The latter (a little
known, semi-nomadic pigeon) was usually found in riparian habitat with up to four birds on several dates in
January and February (SSi, SMo, PG/Field Guides) and a national high of 13 birds on 5 March (SMo). On
20-22 January, there were nesting White-rumped Pygmy Falcon, Orange-breasted Trogon and
Common Woodshrike, a pair of Ashy-headed Green Pigeons and a single Small Buttonquail at the edge
of farmland, perhaps the first confirmed record of the latter from the northern region (DN, DB/VENT).
Reports of a Short-toed Snake Eagle and a single Eastern Grass Owl on 5-6 February (CH, MS) await
observers' notes for confirmation. The Grass Owl would be a second country record and the first outside the
Tonle Sap region. A Rufous-winged Buzzard was photographed on its nest and Purple Sunbird parents
were feeding young at nest on 1-3 March, while a siamensis Asian Brown Flycatcher photographed there
constitutes the first record of this resident subspecies (all CR/Birdquest). On 30 March, was two adult Brown
Wood Owls were flanked with a juvenile (SMo).
In Preah Vihear PF, a single
White-winged Duck was at its
expected O'Koki pool on 18
February (SM, AJ). The Veal Krous
vulture restaurant attracted no less
than 101 guests on 21 January,
including
84
White-rumped
Vultures, the highest number ever
recorded in the northern plains
(SMo). A single Indian Spotted
Eagle was also around on 21
January (SMo), 6-7 February (SSo)
and 10-11 February (SSi). Bluebreasted Quail and Yellowlegged Buttonquail on 6-7
February were respectively a first
and second records for Preah
Vihear PF, and Himalayan
Swiftlets were also seen there
Pale-capped Pigeon at Thmat Baeuy, one of the very few sites where
(SSo). On 26 February, a single
it is regularly found, on 3-5 March 2013
(Photo: Sang Mony/SVC)
Northern House Martin at the
Veal Krous pond (PG/Field Guides)
was an expected addition to the national list. On 10 January, a Japanese Sparrowhawk hunting near a fire
near Veal Krous was an addition for the northern plains (SSo).

5

NORTH-EAST
A strenous foot-expedition to Yak Yeuk grasslands in Virachey NP was ornithologically deceiving.
Interesting distributional data from the adjacent forest at 800m on 24-25 January were nevertheless the first
record for the northeast of Moustached Barbet, Sulphur-breasted Warbler and Yellow-vented Green
Pigeons (eight birds), a species only known previously from a single site on Bokor slope. Only a couple of
Great Hornbills were around, while Ashy Bulbul, Black-throated Sunbird, Blue-throated Flycatcher,
Lesser Racket-tailed Drongo and Slaty-backed Forktail were of relative interest, as well as an unusually
high record of Purple-naped Sunbird (all HN).
Additions made to Seima PF birdlist were Pied Harrier and Himalayan Swiftlet on 23-24 January (SMo)
and Black-and-red Broadbill on 28 January. A female and juvenile Bar-bellied Pitta granted great views,
one or two Eastern Crowned Warblers were within a bird wave and a Dollarbird was attending a nest in a
tree hole on 28-29 January (all DN, DB/VENT). Blue Pitta was seen at Andong Kraloeng on 10 February
(SSo), a first visual confirmation of the species' presence in the northeast. The always unpredictable Orangenecked Patridge was heard on 9 February (SSo) and seen on 8 March along the eponymous trail as well as
Blue-rumped Pitta on the latter date (RM).
Dak Dam specialities were obliging, with the second and third record of Chestnut-fronted Shrike-babbler,
on 14 January (SSo) and 25 January (SMo), and five Silver-eared Mesias (fifth record), a male Maroon
Oriole (sixth record) and a single Pin-tailed Parrotfinch on 25 January (SMo). Other species with a handful
records were also found on 27-28 January, namely Black-chinned Yuhina, Spot-throated Babbler (heard
only) and a pair of Black-crowned Parrotbill (DN, DB/VENT). Dak Dam further yielded high altitude
record (900m) for Red Junglefowl,
Little
Green
Bee-eater
and
Common Hoopoe on 23-24 January
(SMo), as were two Little
Cormorants,
Black
Drongos,
Chestnut-tailed Starling and two
Pied Harriers over degraded grassy
scrublands on 27-28 January. On the
latter date, no less than 45 Whitecheeked Laughingthrushes was a
memorable encounter (all DN,
DB/VENT). On 10 February, a
Black-shouldered Kite there was
also the highest documented and a
single Pale-capped Pigeon was
spotted (SSo). There were three Palecapped Pigeons and at least one
Mountain-type Fulvetta (a species
An adult male Maroon Oriole at Dak Dam, the only site where
yet to be confirmed from Cambodia)
this species is known in Cambodia
(Photo: Sang Mony/SVC)
at the site on 6 March (RM).
At Kratie marsh, a few Asian Golden Weavers were usually obliging enough to be admired by birding
groups, but the welcome news was the presence of Red Avadavat, with 2-3 birds seen on 25 January (DN,
DB/VENT), 28 February (PG/Field Guides) and 4 March (FL/Bird Tour Asia). This nationally threatened
species had not been recorded in the northeast since historical times. Unexpected was an Oriental Scops
Owl roosting in a hedgerow on 28 February (PG/Field Guides). Finally, worth mentioning are a number of
Streaked Weavers in a mixed weaver flock flying to roost on 7 February and several Chestnut Munias on 4
March (SSo).
One Great Bittern flushed from the marsh at Phnom Sambok, north of Kratie on 8 February (SSo) is a first
for the northeast and only the third recent record, but the species is probably greatly overlooked.
Of note along the central Kratie – Stung Treng Mekong were a single Red-necked Phalarope, a rare
passage migrant, at Koh Preah on 19 February, single Chestnut-winged Cuckoo at Koh Santoich and Koh
Enchey on 19 and 21 February respectively, and a Greater Painted-snipe in mid-March at Koh Preah (AC).
During a 24-28 March survey along the Ramsar Mekong, the most significant find was a White-winged
Duck flying over the Mekong channel near the Lao border on 28 March. Up to 150 Oriental Darters were
present in the area and two Indian Thick-knees were flushed from possible nesting site at Koh Kalai on 24
March (all JS).
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Ashish John
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Chris Heard
Chea Puthy
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Chhin Sophea
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Fred Goes
Frank Johansson
Frank Lambert
Gregory Duplant
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NE
PE
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Michel Mifsud
Martin Schaefer
Nigel Eustace
Paul Everingham
Phil Gregory
Rob Martin
Rob Overtoom
Rours Vann
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Seng Kim Hout
Steve Jones
Simon Mahood
Sean Mardy
Sang Mony
San Sikol (Srun)
Suy Senglim
Sanh Sophoan
Sun Visal
Taber Hand
Thomas Kuenzel
Vanh Tharath

The first documented Northern Boobook from Cambodia, posing in
Simon's garden where released, 11 March 2013 (Photo: Simon Mahood)
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